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PLANNING ENFORCEMENT PROGRESS REPORT

1.0 PURPOSE OF REPORT

1.1 To identify the level and nature of enforcement activity undertaken by the 
Planning Enforcement team in 2019, up to and including 19th February.

1.2 To provide details and an update on formal action being taken against more 
serious planning breaches, including the results of legal actions undertaken.

1.3 To identify progress against enforcement matters raised on ‘Regulation 3 
Development’, where the County Council is either land owner, in control of the 
land, or the activity relates to the Council’s functions.

2.0 BACKGROUND

2.1 Gloucestershire County Council employs one-full time Planning Enforcement 
Officer, based in the Planning and Development Management Team. The role 
exists to investigate and take appropriate action against any alleged and 
identified breaches of planning regulations respectively. Some monitoring 
support is also provided by the Council’s Senior Planning (Monitoring and 
Compliance) Officer, and occasionally from other officers in the team.

2.2 The team operates according to the Planning Enforcement Policy brought before 
members in January 2019, supported by a set of customer service standards, 
through implementing agreed officer procedures. 

3.0 CURRENT WORKLOAD

3.1 The following is a summary of activity for 2019, to the 19th February:

 11 new enquiries received leading to formal investigation; this compares against 
a total of 48 in 2018

 5 investigations resolved or otherwise concluded; this compares against a total 
of 22 in 2018

 32 investigations ongoing
 5 other reports/complaints received not requiring full investigation

3.2 The following identifies some of the areas of work undertaken to date in 2019, 
excluding those identified in sections 3.1, as well as 4.0 and 5.0 below:
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 The Planning Enforcement Plan has been finalised, brought before members, 
and posted on the County Council’s website.

 The Enforcement Officer is progressing a County Matters Document, setting out 
suggestions for how the County works on planning enforcement matters with 
Districts, for discussion with them.                 

 Following a review of systems in 2018, new procedures became operational from 
January 2019.

 A number of visits have been undertaken with the Environment Agency, with a 
view to assessing whether breaches of planning regulations are taking place, 
and where identified, how to work together to approach them.

 The Planning Enforcement Officer has continued to accompany the Monitoring 
Officer on a selection of programmed monitoring visits, in order to get an 
understanding of some of the sites and meet some of the operators.

4.0     FORMAL ACTION

4.1 When the Council’s requirements are not met, following a reasonable period 
given to comply, and where the breach is considered to be serious, then formal 
action will be taken to remedy a planning breach. This usually involves service of 
a Notice and/or Prosecution

4.2 5 Breach of Conditions Notices are currently in force relating to operational hours 
at Westington Quarry, as advised at the January Planning Committee. 
Prosecution proceedings against the operator have been instigated and this 
matter has now been listed for trial later this year.

4.3 A further Breach of Condition Notice is in force relating to a breach of noise at 
Westington Quarry.            

5.0     REG 3 MATTERS

5.1 The County Council are rightly expected to investigate complaints relating to its 
own land or services, and approach their resolution in the same way as it would 
for any other breach of planning control reported. In order to demonstrate this 
transparency, reports to committee will identify such investigations, identifying 
the current position.  

5.2 3 such cases remain as open investigations, following complaints received by the 
Planning Enforcement team.

 Cleeve School – Some external lights were remaining on beyond the 9pm 
deadline for switching off (as required by planning condition).  The County 
Council’s Asset Management and Property team have arranged for them to be 
switched off, and this has been confirmed through monitoring visits and by 
neighbours.
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 Willows Caravan Site, Sandhurst – The Environment Agency have reported 
waste tipping on this site, owned by the County Council. The Senior Planning 
(Monitoring and Compliance) Officer has approached the Council’s Integrated 
Transport Manager (under whose remit the management of the land falls) to 
work to clear waste and best prevent future tipping taking place. A further 
meeting is due to take place in March to assess progress

 St. Whites School, Cinderford – a complaint has been received concerning 
school parking and drop off / pick up arrangements along Syned Wood Road. 
The matter is currently under discussion with the planning officer who approved 
the application for the school. 

6.0 CONCLUSION

6.1 The performance of the Planning Enforcement team is set out in sections 3.0 to 
5.0 and demonstrates the County’s commitment to investigate and responding to 
breaches of planning control, and where necessary taking formal action. 

6.2 A total of 32 cases are currently under investigation, and in addition to any 
further enquiries received, will continue to work to try and resolve or meet a 
satisfactory outcome on as many of these cases as possible. 

CONTACT OFFICERS:

Andy Birchley - Senior Planning Officer (Enforcement)
andy.birchley@gloucestershire.gov.uk
01452 425664


